[Therapeutic study of intractable vasculitis].
Vasculitis is a clinicopathological entity characterized by primary inflammation and necrosis of blood vessels. Vasculitis virtually involves any size or type of blood vessels in any organ systems. Within a category of vasculitis, there are several of the more serious vasculitides, such as polyarteritis nodosa, Wegener's granulomatosis and the systemic necrotizing vasculitides of the polyarteritis nodosa group are known to be extremely poor prognosis. However, early diagnosis and early treatment with steroid and/or immunosuppressant has been shown to prolong extraordinarily their survival. In this sense, appropriate agents where efficacy has been proven, such as corticosteroid in allergic granulomatous angiitis; cyclophosphamide in Wegener's granulomatosis should be chosen for the proper treatment, which in turn prolong survival of patients with serious vasculitis.